COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
OF DUNN COUNTY
A Guide to Making Connections
A simple starting point for board members
You already know people who care about our community. This exercise helps you think about those connections and identify people who might welcome a conversation about the Foundation. You do not need fundraising experience or a polished pitch.
1  Think broadly
Consider family, friends, colleagues, your spouse’s or partner’s connections, faith communities, clubs, volunteer groups, and social media contacts. Someone does not need to be wealthy to care about the Foundation’s work.
2  Brainstorm without pressure
Set aside a little quiet time or work through the prompts with Georgina or Chelsea. Write down names as they occur to you. Leave any section blank that does not fit your network.
3  Choose three possible introductions
Look for people whose interests may connect with local causes, charitable giving, or the future of Dunn County. Add a brief note about how you know them and what might interest them.
4  Let staff help with the next step
Share three names privately with Georgina or Chelsea. Staff will check for existing relationships and discuss an appropriate approach with you. Your role is to help make a connection; you are not being asked to solicit a gift.
Unsure where to start?
Please reach out to Georgina or Chelsea to arrange coffee. We can brainstorm together, answer questions, and find an introduction that feels comfortable. You may keep your full brainstorming list private and share only the three names you choose.
Inspired by Heller Fundraising Group’s Natural Networks approach. This guide is written for CFDC board members.
Read Heller’s article online (no download needed)


Natural Networks Worksheet
Community Foundation of Dunn County
Completed by: __________________________________    Date: ______________
Think about people you know who may be interested in the Foundation’s work. You do not need to complete every section or ask anyone for a gift. Use these prompts to brainstorm, then choose three names to discuss with Georgina or Chelsea.
	Family and friends


	Colleagues and professional contacts



	Spouse’s or partner’s colleagues


	Faith community / house of worship



	Clubs and community groups (Lions, PTA, etc.)


	Facebook / LinkedIn contacts




Three potential introductions
Share this section with Georgina or Chelsea. You may keep the rest of your brainstorming private. We will help you decide on a comfortable next step.
	Name
	How you know them
	Possible interest / help with introduction

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Adapted from the Natural Networks Worksheet by Heller Fundraising Group.




